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NEWS RELEASE 
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March 22, 2007

For Immediate Release

United Way Announces New Chair of the Board of Directors, and the appointment of 2007 Campaign Chair.

BRANDON – March 22,2007 -- United Way of Brandon & District Inc. is pleased to announce the appointment of Helena Gillis, as Chairperson of the Board of Directors and Dave Baxter as Chair of the 2007 Campaign.

Helena Gillis has been actively involved with the United Way for a number of years. She was board Vice-chair in 2006 and prior to that served in other committee functions as a member of the Board. Helena and her family live just south of Brandon and have been actively involved in Community Building for a number of years. Helena has been employed for many years with MTS Allstream Inc.

She comments, "United Way has exemplified true community building this past year upon reflection of all of the success stories shared today at the annual community luncheon. I am thrilled and honoured to have the opportunity to lead the wonderful group of board volunteers as we begin our next years’ work. United Way represents the collective voice of many social service agencies. We research and identify the needs of the community and leverage funds in specific programs & services that best fit these needs. We strive to identify gaps and help to fill them. The board of directors is a strong team of community minded citizens and together we will move United Way forward to help us realize success." United Way is all about community and to fulfill that mandate of service to the community, will take the assistance of many people. Gillis comments "at the United Way we are all about building capacity – through people and our greater community.” 

Dave Baxter began his term as Chair for the 2007 Campaign several weeks ago after having served as the Vice-Chair for the 2006 Campaign. Dave is President/CEO of Westman Communications Group Inc. While not born and raised in Brandon, Dave has very strong ties to this community. In his speech today Baxter noted, ” Whether you have been here for generations or just a short time, you know this is a special place.” He goes on to state  “the dynamic nature of our area is apparent. We have experienced tremendous growth over the years. Most of it has been very positive.  But along with the positive growth, our community is challenged with many of the negative realities that larger cities face - crime, homelessness, and abuse. These are complex problems and they prevent our community from being the best it can be. Solving these problems takes a lot of expertise and a coordinated effort. That is where United Way comes in.”  “Asking to serve as chair of the 2007 United 

Way campaign is an honour that I take quite seriously “ commented Baxter. The 2007 campaign team is currently being recruited.

United Way of Brandon was also celebrating its 70th anniversary today. The organization’s birth happened in 1937 and worked under the title Brandon Community and War Chest and struggled through its first years of operation back then under the leadership of A.E. Mackenzie. Well-known citizens of the then community undertook to raise funds annually to support then 3 local charities and the War Bond Drive. Over its’ 70 year history, the name of the United Way may have undergone some change, but the reason for being always remained the same – taking care of those in the community who could not care for themselves, Brandon’s Community Builder.
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