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March 24, 2009

For Immediate Release

United Way Celebrates Another Wonderful Year in

Providing Positive Impact in Our Community.

BRANDON – March 24,2009 -- United Way of Brandon & District Inc. is pleased to announce the appointment of Chuck LaRocque, as Chairperson of the Board of Directors for the 2009 year. 

Chuck LaRocque has been actively involved with the United Way for a number of years. He started out as Board Vice-Chair in 2008, but due to a job change for our then Board Chair, Chuck has been filling that position for the past year. Chuck is recently retired from the Canadian Armed Forces where he served proudly for over 25 years.  Chuck is also involved with other community activities including the Rotary Club of Brandon and Brandon Salutes. Chuck and his family live in Brandon and very much enjoy their community lifestyle. 

Chuck comments, "United Way has exemplified true community building this past year upon reflection of all of the success stories shared today at the annual community luncheon through the displays by some of the organizations that receive United Way funding. They tell the United Way story in our community.”

 I am thrilled and honoured to have the opportunity to lead the wonderful group of board volunteers as we begin our next years’ work. United Way represents the collective voice of all the people in our community. United Way now impacts 1 – 3 people in Brandon, so when you lead a group of volunteers, that impact the lives of so many people-it is indeed a big challenge.

The United Way board of directors is a strong team of community minded citizens and together we will move United Way forward to help us realize success in 2009." United Way is all about community and to fulfill that mandate of service to the community, will take the assistance of many people. LaRocque comments "at the United Way we are all about building capacity and creating impact – through people and our greater community.” 

Together our Board and staff have accomplished incredible outcomes this year;

· Over 500 children received backpacks full of school supplies at the start of the School Yea r through the Tools for Schools program.

· In 2008 over 300 children received a warm winter coat thru United Way Coats for Kids program

· United Way provided funding to host a professional workshop on Outcome Funding for charitable organizations. Each agency that receives United Way funding attended this learning opportunity courtesy of United Way.

· In 2008 United Way raised the most money in our history through the annual campaign as the citizens of our community raised $564,515.00. Those funds will be used to fund programs and services that area needed in our community, but not funded through another resource.

· United Way strengthened its’ tie with government and local community groups such as Westman Immigrant Services to backfill support for some of the community needs of our newcomers which are not funded by government.

“These are just a few examples of the work that United Way does throughout the year in our community”, stated United Way CEO, Debbie Arsenault. “You know at United Way when we talk about how many people don’t know who we are and all the things that we do, we say that United Way is like a little secret that no-one knows about.” “We go along our merry way. Working hard in the community to help so many people. For 2009 the Board has decided to have a louder voice and let our community know what we do year round”

For 2009 United Way is reformatting the structure of the annual campaign. This means that it will take us a bit longer to identify the right candidate for the role of 2009 Campaign Chair. Arsenault states, “usually at this time of year we already have our Campaign Chair in place. And if there is anyone in the community who is interested in helping with that, please call our office.” She is convinced that it will happen very soon.
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